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KAMALA D. HARRIS 

Attorney General of California 

KAREN B. CHAPPELLE . 

·Supervising Deputy Attorney General · 

SYDNEY M. MEHRINGER 

Deputy Attorney General 

State Bar No. 245282 


300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 

Los Angeles, CA 90013 

Telephone: (213) 897-2537" 

Facsimile: (213) .897-2804 


· · . E-mail: Syclney.Mehringer@doj.ca.gov 
Attorneys fo_r Complainant . 

BEFORE THE 
BOARl> OF REGISTERED NURSING . 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER-AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA . 

Case No. ;l,o 13 -{p 35. In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

LAWRENCE WAYNE SIMONOV1TCH 

· Address of Record: · . 

4618 Royal Court"· · 
 ·ACCUSATION 

Allison Park,.PA 15101. 


Additional Address: 

322 Lincoln Avenue 

·Millvale, P A 15209~2624. 


Registered Nurse License No._665754 

Respondent. 

Complainant_ alleges: 

PARTIES 

.1. . Lo"\lise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN ("Complainant") brings this Accusation solely in her . . . . 

official capacity as the Executive Offic~r of the Board of Registered Nursing, Department of · 
. . 

Consw:il.er Affairs; 

2. On or a~out S~ptember 16, 2005, the Boa~~ of Registered :Nursing .("Board") issued 

· Registered.Nlirse License Number 665754 to Lawrence W~yne Simonovitch ("Respond(mt"). 

Th~ Registered Nurse Ltcense. expired on February 28, 2007, and has not.b~en renewed. 

"Ill 
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JURISDICTION 

3. . This Accusation is brought before the Board.under the authority ofthe following 

laws. All s·ection references are. to 'the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated~. . . ~ 

'4. Section 2750 ofthe Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may discipline 

~ny licensee, including a licefl:see holding a temporary ~r an inactive license, for any reason 

provided jn Article 3 C?ommencing with section 2750) of the Nursing Practice Act. ·. 
. . 

5. . Section 27 64 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the expiration of a license 
. . . 

~h~ll ~ot deprive the Bo~rd ofj~isdiction to proceed with a disciplinary proceeding against the· · 

licensee or to. r'ender a deci~ion imposing discipline onthe license. Section 2811,. subdivi~ion (b) 

of the Code provides·, in p~rtinent part, that the Board..inay renew an expired liceJ.J.Se ~t any time 

within ~ight .years after the expir~tion. 

6. . Section 118, subdiVision (b), of the Code p'rovides that the suspension, expiration,' 
'•. . . . . . . . . 

~urrende,r, or cancellation of a license shall not depri~e. the B6~d ofjurisdictis>n to proceed with a 

. disdplinruy action during' the period within which, the license !Ilay be r~newed, restored, reissued 

or reinstated. 

7. Title 16, section 1419:3 of the California Code of Regulations ciefmes the period in 
. , . . ' 

which a license inay be renewed or reinstated: 

"In the event ·a licensee does not reriew his/her license as provided 'in Section 2811 of 
. the code, the license expires. A licensee renewing pursuant to this section shall 
furnish a full set of fingerprints as required by and set out in section 1419.(b) as a 
condition of renewal. · · 

(a) A.'licensee.may renew a .license that has~ot·been·expired for mor·e than 
eight years by paying the renewal and penalty· fees as specified in Section 141 T~d. 
providing evidence· of 30 hours of continuing education talcen within the prior two- · 

. year period. · 

(b) A licens~e ri1ay renew a license·that has been expired for more than eight 
years by paying the renewal and penalty fees specified in Section 1417 and providing 
evidence that he ·or she holds a current valid active and clear registered nurse license 
in another state, a United States territory, or Canada, or by passing the Board's current .. 

· . examina:tion for licensure;" 

STATUTES 

8. Section 2761 ·of the Code states, in pertinent part:· 
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"The board may take disciplinary action against a certified or licensed nurse or deny an · 

application for ·a certif+c.ate or license for any of the following: · · 


"(a) Unprofessional conduct, which includes, but is n9t limited to, the following: 


" ( 4) · Denial of licensure; revocation; suspension, restriction, or any o~her disciplinary action 

against a health care professional license or certificate by another state or territory of the United 

States, by any other go':ernmel').t agency, or by another California health.care professional . 

licensing board. A ce~ifl,ed copy of the d~cision or judgment shall be conclusive evidence o~that 

. action." 

COSTRECOVERY 
. . . . 

· .. 9. .Section 125.3 of~e. Code provides, in pertinent part, that the.Board may request the 

administrative. law judge to direct a licentiate found to have .COIJ?Initted a violation or violations of 
. ' 

the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonab~e costs o~ the· investigation and 

enforc~ment of the case, with failure of the licentiate to comply subje.cting the license to not being 
. . . . . 

renewed ot reinstated. · If a case settles, recovery of investigatibl). and enforcement cos~s may be 

inCluded in a stipulated settlement. · 

CAUSE 'FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Disciplinary Action by the Pennsylvania State ;Board ofNursing) 
. . 

10. Respondent is subject to disc~pli!lary action under Code s~ction 2761, subdivision · 
. . . 

(a)( 4) on the grounds ·of unprofessional conduct because his register~d nurse license was 

disciplined by the Pennsy_lvania State Board ofNurs~g ("Pennsylv~a Board") as follows: 

11. On or' about April23, 2012 in a case entitled Commonwe.alth ofJ!ennsylvania, Bureau 

ofirofess.ional and Occupationaiif!airs v. Lawrence W. Simonov.itch, R.N., Respondent, File 

No.. 11-51-05296, Docket No. 1955-51-11, the Pennsylvania Board issued a Final Order whi~h · 

indefmitely suspended .Respondent's registered nursing li~ense retroactive to January 25, 2012. · 

The facts and circumstances underlying the Final Order were as, follows: 

(a) Starting on or about October 2010, Respondent began to us·e marijuana: 
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(b). On or about February .17,. 2011, Respondeht.failed to properly document the 


administration ofmedications to patients. 

. . . .· 

_ _ ___ -~) __ ~espondent's employer, the. University ofPittsburg Medical Center, r~quested
.----------- --- --~ --- __________ ._ ---- -------------- -------- --- ­.. . 

Respondent submit to a Fitness ofDuty Test. Respondent refused to take the test because the· 

results would have been positive for marijuana, which he had smo.ked the night before. On or 
• • 0 • 

about February 18, 2011, Respondent was terminated frorri his employmentat the University of 

Pittsburg Medica~ Center for refusing to subrn.jt to the Fitness ofDuty Test. 
. . . 

(d) · ·Respondent was provisionally enrolled in the:'Bureau of Professional and . . . . 

Occupational Affairs' Professional Health Monitoring Pr~gra.m;'s Voluntary Recovery Program 

but on June 15, 2011, Respondent advised the Progralll: that he was unable to continue d1:1e to 

financial reaso;ns. 
. . 

· (e) on·or about. September 19, 4011, the Pennsylvania ·Board issu.ed an Order· 

compelling Respo~dent to s~qmit to a l!lental and physical e~arninatio~ by Dr. Wettstein ~lJ. 

Octobe~ Il, 2011 at 1:00 p.m. 

(f) On or about October 11, 201.1,. Respondent tel~phoned Drl Wettstein ~d · 

advised that he would not submit to the examin~tion. Respondent in fact did .not submit to the · 

· examination. 

(g) . On J?ffiuaiy 5, 2012, the Pennsylvania Board issued a Memorandurtl Order that 

notified Respondent that his.licehse would be indefinitely susp~rided effective January 25, 2012 if . . ' . 

he did not file a!). Answer' or recjuest for hearing tC? challenge the validity of order compelling the 

mental exami:p.ation~ Respondent did not file an Answer, request for a hearing, or respond to the 
. . 
Memo.randum Order. 

PRAYER 

.. WHEREFORE, Complainant requests th~t a hearing be ~~ld on the matters hereilJ. alleged, 

and thatf~llowing the hearing, the. Board of Registered Nursing issue a. deCision: 

1. Reyoking or suspending Registered Nurse License l:Jumbe~ 66~754, issued to 

Lawrence Wayne Simonovitch; 
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2. Ordering Lawrence Wayne Sl.monovitch to pay the Board of Registered Nursing the 

reasonable costs of the investigation and enfor~ement of this case, pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 1?~.3; and 

3. TakiJ?-g such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.·. 

( j 	 OUIS? R. BAILEY, M.ED., RN 
~	Executive Officer 

Board of Registered Nursing . 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant 
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